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From the Principal’s Desk
Schools Spectacular
It was my great privilege to once again attend a 
performance of the 2019 Schools Spectacular 
last Friday evening and I have to say that it was 
amazing. There were so many things happening 
on the stage that I didn’t know where to look first. 
The students who performed were outstanding and 
the dancers were choreographed to perfection. 
Our Aboriginal dancers were great, performing 
their routines with grace and style. It certainly 
was a sight to behold.
An event such as this requires a phenomenal 
amount of planning, preparation and commitment 
from everyone involved. I would like to thank the 
staff for their work in preparing the dancers and 
traveling to Sydney with them and the students for 
their determination to perform a perfect routine.
End of the Year
As we draw closer to the end of the year, there is 
a temptation for some students to take an early 
holiday and this has a significant negative impact 
on their learning. The next two weeks of school will 
operate as usual for all students. Normal lessons 
will continue as teachers begin to prepare their 
classes for next year. In the final week of school, 
Monday 16th and Tuesday 17th December a range 
of activities have been organised for students. 
These two days are an opportunity for students to 
try something new, mix with students in different 
year levels and socialise with peers they may not 
see during the holidays. If your son or daughter 
has not yet chosen their activities, please ask 
them to see Mr Blundell.
Reports
The process of preparing written reports for 
our students is well underway. The report your 
child will receive this term is a reflection of the 
progress they have made towards achieving the 
outcomes of each course they participated in 
during Semester 2. 
Awards Assembly
The annual Awards Assembly will be held on 
Tuesday 10th December, commencing at 10:00am. 
This is the whole school community’s opportunity 
to recognise our students’ achievements across 
a wide range of criteria. All awards, including 
academic prizes are based on our students’ 
performance across the whole year. Their 
Semester 1 and 2 results are combined to give 
an overall total.

Schools Spectacular
Our Aboriginal Dance Ensemble performed last week at the  2019 
SchoolsSpectacular at Qudos Bank Arena, Olympic Park. They 
participated in weeks of rehearsals leading up to the performances 
via video link and last week the students travelled down to Sydney 
and rehearsed with the Bangarra Dance Company at ANZ Stadium. 
We also had two talented students amongst the group, Damon 
Kirby and Jamal Laurie, that are part of the State Aboriginal Dance 
Company and were featured performers in the Aboriginal Dance 
Ensemble’s performance. The students have reported back that they 
are exhausted, and had the best time ever. Schools Spectacular will 
be broadcast on Channel 7 on Saturday 7th December.



Monday 2 December
•	 P&C Meeting in the Library at 5.30pm
•	 SGHS Equestrian Team Afternoon Tea 

Presentation 2.30 pm - 3.00 pm

Tuesday 3 December
•	 Yr 7 Tec CO2 Dragster Challenge
•	 Yr 6 Orientation Day
•	 Yr 11 Art Excursion to Kade Valja Flow Space 

Gallery

Wednesday 4 December
•	 Yr 7 Tec CO2 Dragster Challenge

Monday 9 December
•	 SGHS Presentation Day Rehearsals

Tuesday 10 December
•	 SGHS Presentation Day
•	 Yrs 7 to 10 School Reports handed out

Wednesday 11 December
•	 STAR Presentation & Celebration
•	 Principal’s Tea Party

Friday 13 December
•	 Rewards Day, Yrs 7 - 11

Monday 16 December
•	 Year End Activities

Tuesday 17 December
•	 Year End Activities

Wednesday 18 December
•	 Last day of school for students

Diary Dates Food Technology

Fees
Have you paid your school fees? SGHS would 
appreciate payments at your earliest convenience.
The office accepts cash, eftpos and direct deposit. 
Direct deposit payments may be made via the 
school’s website by clicking on the link on the top of 
the home page.

2020 HSC
YEAR 12 STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS OR 
DISABILITIES
The process has begun for students with special 
needs or disabilities to apply for special provisions 
during the 2020 HSC exams eg. reader/writer, 
rest breaks, small group supervision, food/drink 
required for medical reasons, etc.  If there are any 
Year 12 students who wish to apply for Disability 
Provisions for the HSC, please contact Ms Kinny, 
Ms McPherson or Ms Owens (Learning and 
Support Teachers) in the Library.  In order to qualify, 
assessments and/or medical evidence are needed 
as well as marked assessment tasks and teacher 
comments.  The school must submit all the required 
evidence to NESA by the end of Term 1 2020.  After 
that time, other applications may be submitted as 
issues arise.

Food Technology 
class showing off their 
gingerbread cookies



Year 12 Graduation Events
On Friday 15 November, SGHS farewelled the class of 2019. The events started with the Graduation 
assembly, which showcased the students achievements and acknowledged the efforts of the year group 
with the presentation of their portfolios. This was followed by the Formal held at the Clarence River 
Jockey Club that evening. The students looked amazing and so did the venue. Well done to Year 12 
Adviser, Mr McKee and to the class of 2019. Looking forward to seeing you all at the ATAR BBQ on the 
17th December to celebrate the HSC results. 



tMHFA

Aboriginal Girls 
Program

Teen Mental Health First Aid (tMHFA) Course 
Over the last couple of weeks our Year 11 students 
completed the tMHFA training with our Student 
Support Officer, Sarah Blackman. tMHFA teaches 
students how to provide mental health first aid to 
their friends. The course was developed in response 
to research that indicates that young people prefer 
to share problems with their friends rather than 
adults or mental health professionals. The training 
contributes to the mandatory 25 hour Life Ready 
program for our senior students.

Aunty Wendy and the girls art group have been 
working on an Aboriginal art mural at the New 
School of Arts. They have spent 2 hours each week 
throughout term 3 and a couple of days this term 
painting. The mural contains an array of water and 
land animals to cater for the preschool children. 
Well done girls, it looks amazing.

Yr9 Mental Health Day
Last Monday our local Headspace provided 
Mindblank performances for Year 9 students as 
part of their ‘one stop shop’ model. This included 
an interactive drama performance to address a 
variety of issues around mental health and drug and 
alcohol education. The students also participated 
in a variety of local community service workshops 
including presentations from Headspace, Solid 
Mob, Social Futures, NSOA youth workers and the 
Clarence Valley Council. Also, a photo booth was 
provided by AMP Employment Services. This whole 
program was very successful with engaging the 
students, addressing many issues around health 
and creating awareness of the services available in 
our community. 



SRC Fundraiser for the Rural Fire Service
South Grafton High School joined with around 15 schools throughout the Clarence Valley to raise money 
for local Rural Fire Service units. Over 3700 students in the Valley took part in mufti days, crazy sock days 
and/or crazy hair day.

Together the schools raised $7000 which will be distributed in the near future.



Food Technology
Year 9/10 Food Technology catering for a 
children’s party

U/14 Girls Cricket
The SGHS girls U/14 cricket team fell 16 runs 
short of Grafton High School’s total. Grafton High 
won the toss and elected to bat. South had four 
wickets for 110 runs after 20 overs. The bowlers 
for South, Hannah Blundell one wicket for 20 
runs, Isabella Paterson, one wicket for 21 runs, 
Logan Pitkin, one wicket for 18 runs, Hollie fuller 
one wicket for 12 runs. Other bowlers were Lilly 
Patterson, Erin Blundell and Olivia Brown.
The Grafton High team were a few players short 
so Gabi McKenzie offered to play for them. She 
didn’t get to bat but she caught two of the South 
batters which changed the tempo of the game.
South High came close to the total. Erin Blundell 
hit 43 runs (8 boundaries), Hollie Fuller hit seven 
runs before being caught by Gabi. Olivia Brown 
opened with Hannah Blundell, Hannah was caught 
by Gabi and Olivia went onto hit 3 runs.
It was a great game played well by our players 
not mentioned above; Rahni McGrath, Gracie 
Creighton, Chloe Russell, Josslyn Brown, Natasha 
Hogbin and Mia Torrens.
A big thankyou to Teven Gallagher for umpiring.



Year 10 Art Workshop
This week Year 10 Art students were treated to a three day workshop with a local artist Kade 
Valja. The students refreshed a wall located on the basket ball courts. They learnt how to build up 
backgrounds and then start with aerosol cans to cover the background areas. The finished mural 
will be there for all to enjoy.



Businesses We Love!

Please support those businesses that support our school
If your business would like to support our school give us a call on 0266421466



Community Notice Board






