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From the Principal’s Desk
Farewell to Year 12
I thought I would take the opportunity to 
farewell Year 12 this week, whilst they still 
have one week of school remaining. Mr McKee 
has organised some special activities for them 
which will take place on Thursday and Friday 
next week. However, the group has decided to 
wait until after they finish their HSC exams to 
have their final assembly. This will mean that 
the assembly will be on the morning of Friday 
15 November and the Formal Graduation 
Dinner will be in the evening. We are hoping 
that this will make the whole day a memorable 
event for the students and their families.

Year 11 Exams
As one group of students finishes, another 
group begins and the current Year 11’s are just 
finishing their final exams this week. Stepping 
up into the role of a Year 12 student can be 
both an exciting and daunting experience. The 
element of excitement comes from knowing 
that there is light at the end of the tunnel. 
However, the uncertainty of what lies beyond 
can be somewhat daunting. At SGHS, we 
are fortunate to have a team of teachers and 
support staff who understand this transition 
and have a proven record of successfully 
helping students through the process. I am 
confident that as we work together over the 
next 12 months, these students will achieve 
things they never thought possible and be 
ready to take their place in the community 
as active citizens.

Student Toilets
After almost two terms, both the boys’ and the 
girls’ toilets have been completely refurbished. 
This has been a major project for our school 
and I would like to thank all of the students 
and staff for their patience and consideration 
during the work. The finished facilities are 
excellent and very much appreciated by the 
students.

Year 7 student, Rahni McGrath, has just returned from repre-
senting North Coast at the NSWCHS Tennis Championships.
The North Coast team were very impressive at the Champion-
ships, winning all their ties, claiming a gold medal! Rhani won 
all her singles and doubles games at the Championships.
The fact that Rahni was able to make this open team, despite 
only being in Year 7 is a huge accomplishment. What is more 
impressive is that Rahni was named in the NSWCHSSA Girls 
Tennis Merit Team!

Congratulations Rhani



Monday 23 September
• Zone Debating Finals

Tuesday 24 September
• Yr 7 Vaccinations
• Yr 10 Vaccination catchups

Wednesday 25 September
• SRC Planning Day

Thursday 26 September
• Yr 12 activities
• STELLAR Yr 10 Marine Science Day
• Aboriginal Girls Program “night in”

Friday 27 September
• CSI 2020 Online Entry Test
• Yr 12 reports to be handed out
• LAST DAY TERM 3

TERM 4

Monday 14th October
• ALL STAFF AND STUDENTS return for Term 4

Thursday 17 October
• HSC EXAMS 17 October -  11 November

Tuesday 22 October
• Sculpture with Andrew Shillam

Friday 25 October
• Ebor Trout Fishing

Diary Dates
Vaccinations will be held at school on Tuesday 
24th September, in the school library. This will 
predominantly involve Year 7 students receiving 
their 2nd dose of Gardasil. 

Year 7 Vaccinations

Year 10 Catchups
Catch up vaccinations for the Meningococcal vac-
cine for Year 10 will be held at school on Tuesday 
24th September, in the school library. 

Additional Transition
Moving from primary to high school is a big tran-
sition. It can be a time full of fun, excitement and 
new experiences, but it can also be challenging or 
worrying for many children. The transition to high 
school is sometimes more challenging for children 
with additional needs. It is important to ensure that 
each child and their family is adequately prepared 
for the change and can get the information required.
In order to assist the student’s transition to high 
school, South Grafton High has planned additional 
transition days during Term four.  These additional 
days are designed to support students and ensure 
they have access to a positive and effective transi-
tion in an inclusive, high quality educational setting.
The additional transition days will begin on Tuesday 
12th November (Term 4 Week 5) and will contin-
ue on Tuesday 19th November and Tuesday 26th 
November gradually increasing the time spent at 
SGHS.If you feel that your child would benefit from 
the additional transition days please speak to your  
primary school’s principal or classroom teacher for 
more information.



This weeks Book of the Week comes from Bruce Pas-
coe - Dark Emu. Dark Emu puts forward an argument 
for a reconsideration of the hunter-gatherer tag for 
pre-colonial Aboriginal Australians. The evidence in-
sists that Aboriginal people right across the continent 
were using domesticated plants, sowing, harvesting, 
irrigating, and storing — behaviours inconsistent with 
the hunter-gatherer tag. Almost all the evidence in 
Dark Emu comes from the records and diaries of the 
Australian explorers, impeccable sources.
Dark Emu has won many awards including the Book 
of the Year in 2016 NSW Premier’s Literary Awards 
and Indigenous Writer’s Prize in the 2016 NSW Pre-
mier’s Literary Awards. 
This book is available from the Library in the New 
Books section.

Book of the Week

NSW CHS Athletic 
Championships
Recently 11 students from SGHS competed in the 
NSW CHS Athletic Championships in Sydney. All stu-
dents participated with pride and courage, coming 
away with some impressive results.
Monica Waters- 14th- 13 Year Olds 100 Metre, 15th- 
13 Year Olds 200 Metre. Koopah Walters- 12th- 12 
Year Olds 100 Metre. Isaac Barker- 5th- 14 Year 
Olds 100 Metre, 7th- 14 Year Olds 200 Metre. Ja-
mal Laurie- 7th- 15 Year Olds 100 Metre, 14th- 15 
Year Olds 200 Metre, 18th- 15 Year Olds High Jump. 



On 16th September, 50 art students set out to witness the Swell Art Exhibition on Currumbin Beach. 
The group had a short break at the Macadamia Castle where they experienced an animal show about 
reptiles.
From here they travelled to the Gold Coast for a spot of shopping and then onto the motel for the nights 
accommodation. Monday night they experienced the sculptures with light. Tuesday morning the group 
set out to the sculptures on the beach for a workshop with one of the exhibiting sculptors. Tuesday night 
was a crazy night at the bowling ally where everyone had a good time; however, Nathan Banks stole the
show with his expertise at bowling. 
Wednesday was an early start through to the Gallery of Modern Art in Brisbane. Here the students wit-
nessed the work of Margaret Olley and Ben Quilty. The students were overwhelmed by the creativity of 
all the art works they saw and interacted with. Overall, it was a fantastic trip. We would like to thank Miss 
Ryan for organising the trip and Miss Vogt and Mr Neill for their time and patience.

SWELL Excursion



SWELL Excursion



Last Monday 12 students, accompanied by Mr Barnier & 
Kirrily, travelled down to Coffs Harbour to board “Winds of 
Joy” for a sailing adventure. Even though the weather was 
rather windy and the sea a little rough, everyone enjoyed 
the experience. Chennai wrote “The best thing about the 
sailing day was when the big wave splashed against the 
boat. Mr Barnier and most of the kids got saturated. There 
were lots of dolphins and two whales. Thank you to all the 
teachers for organising the day. The crew were really nice. 
They told us all the rules before we got on the boat.”

Winds of Joy Sailing



Fighting Fires with Laynae and Dayna
Shark Creek was one of the biggest fires we have attended since finishing our course in early November 
last year. The fire spread over 10,982 ha and started in late August. We were on both sides of the fire and 
there were two water bombers and five spot helicopters dropping water no further than ten metres away 
from us.  The fire was moving through not only bush land, but into grass land and this made it go faster 
and threatening houses. We went into property, saving houses and livestock. 
We also battled strong winds that were pushing the front of the fire faster than we could move. It was 
going into terrain where fire trucks couldn’t access, threatening Angourie and Brooms head. We had to 
take days off school to help out and we were joined by people from as far as Uki, the Blue Mountains, 
Blacktown and all in between.
One day we were sent to Mount Ramornie to take out hot spots and to Whiteman Creek. On the way 
back from a seven hour shift we had to put out a car fire on Rogan’s Bridge road. We spent a total of 
eight school days to help with Shark Creek and Lanitza. We were helping the communities get as many 
students back to school as possible and making sure residents were safe. We worked shifts of twelve 
hours each time and more on the weekends and did all this whilst still preparing for our HSC.



Careers
Applying for University 
Universities Admission Centre (UAC) early bird ap-
plication closes 30th September 2019. Apply online 
at www.uac.edu.au Click on “Undergraduate Study”. 
The website will instruct you throughout the applica-
tion. Cost is $70.00. Students have been provided 
with UAC guides to help them through the process 
and to assist with course selections. 

Queensland Tertiary Admission Centre (QTAC) 
closes 26th September 2019.

Early entry schemes are currently open and close in 
September 2019. Apply directly to Southern Cross 
University and the University of New England. Apply 
for many universities early entry schemes through 
the Student Recommendations Schemes (SRS) via 
UAC.





Businesses We Love!

Please support those businesses that support our school
If your business would like to support our school give us a call on 0266421466
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