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From the Principal’s Desk

Awards Assembly
The Awards Assembly that was held on Thursday this week was a true celebration of the success of our 
students. Following is an extract of my opening address to the students: 

“Today’s assembly is a truly unique event and reflects the fact that we live in unprecedented times. Some 
of these wonderful young people have reached significant milestones in our Merit System, others have 
achieved academic excellence and many of them have done both. As a group, they have all achieved 
something very special last semester.
Our merit award recipients have accumulated a range of individual awards during the course of their 
education here at SGHS. These individual awards have been in recognition of each student’s academic 
and sporting achievements, their participation in extra-curricular activities, their attendance at school and 
the positive way in which they demonstrate our core values of show respect, be responsible, and personal 
best. For only the third time ever, we are presenting Diamond Awards and we have two students who have 
earned at least 260 individual awards. We also have Gold and Silver Medal awards to present.
Our academic award recipients have achieved an overall assessment mark of at least 85% in one or 
more of the subjects they studied in Semester 1. This means they were able to demonstrate an extensive 
knowledge and a deep understanding of the content covered during the semester and that they were able 
to apply this in a wide variety of contexts, demonstrating that they can think creatively and critically to solve 
problems. Above all, these students have applied themselves consistently and diligently, even during our 
COVID-19 restrictions. They didn’t give up!. They managed to successfully navigate the challenges that 
working from home presented. They zoomed, they collaborated via google classrooms, they completed 
work packages and then they transitioned back to school, almost seamlessly. This level of achievement 
is testament to the resilience of our community. And this is certainly worth celebrating.
When I talk about resilience, I am referring to our ability to cope with unexpected challenges and changes 
in our lives. During tough times we dig deep, find our inner strength and engage our support networks. 
Being part of a resilient community has helped the students of SGHS maintain their perspective, keep 
striving to achieve their best and given them the courage to chase their dreams. I would like to sincerely 
thank our extended community for their ongoing support.
Now, many of you have heard me say “Good, better best, never let it rest. Till your good is better and your 
better is your best.” This is where I draw my resilience from. This constant cycle of challenging myself to 
improve and achieve my personal best reminds me that there is always room for improvement. If there 
is a problem, it’s only because I haven’t found the solution yet. This saying is something that I have tried 
to pass on to my own children and to the students I have taught. It churns through my head often and I 
hope it will churn through yours too.

continued over.



 

Monday 3 August
•	 P&C Meeting, Library 5.30pm - ALL 

WELCOME
•	 AMC Maths Competition

Wednesday 5 August
•	 Yr 10 into 11 Subject Information Evening

Friday 7 August
•	 Subject choices Yrs 8,9 & 10

10 - 14 August
•	 NAIDOC Week

Wednesday 12 August
•	 Australian Defence Force Talk in the library

Monday 17 August
•	 ICAS English Competition

Monday 17 August to Friday 28 August
•	 Trial HSC

Friday 25 September
•	 Minnie Water Painted Person Art Excursion 

(new date from 3 April due to COVID 19 
situation)

Tuesday 1 December
•	 Year 7 Dose 2 HPV and catch up Year 7, 8 & 

10

Daily - A reminder that ‘HealthyBreakfast’ is 
available for all students from 8.00 am in the hall

Diary Dates

School Website
Our school website has seen a few changes in recent times with the addition of Home Learning, South Radio 
and Careers @ SGHS pages. Home Learning is where students can access their Google Classrooms and 
information related to home learning. South Radio is currently an introduction to our very own radio station 
and Careers @ SGHS is a page where students can access the SGHS careers website and links to relevant 
information regarding applying for University and apprenticeships and traineeships.
Our school website is where you can find information related to how our school operates including policies and 
procedures. For access to day-to-day information,  students and parents should refer to the Sentral Parent 
and Student Portal and/or our school Facebook page.
SGHS Website https://sthgrafton-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/
Sentral Parent and Student Portal https://web2.sthgrafton-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/portal2/#!/login SGHS 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/southgraftonhighschoolofficial/

2020/2021 Captains
Are you our next school captain?
Nominations are now open for School Captains and 
Student Representative Council Representatives 
(SRC) for 2020/2021.
Recently the SRC made a change to their Constitution 
to ensure that being a member of the SRC was more 
inclusive. The major change that has occurred is the 
inclusion of four captains rather than the traditional 
male and female Captains and male and female Vice 
Captains. This year students will select one male, one 
female and two more student regardless of gender to 
lead our school as Captains in 2020/2021. In addition, 
the title of Prefect will be bestowed upon Year 12 
students who are elected into the SRC.

The SRC includes up to 45 students across all year 
groups;
•	 Year 11 into 12- 4 Captains plus 6 Prefects
•	 Year 10 into 11- 8 SRC members
•	 Year 9 into 10- 8 SRC members
•	 Year 8 into 9- 8 SRC members
•	 Year 7 into 8- 8 SRC members

Local Service Providers
If you or someone you know needs help there is support 
available. Potential sources of free, anonymous and 
confidential, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week support 
for your children include:

• Kids Helpline (1800 551800 or www.kidshelp.com.au)
• Lifeline (131114 or www.lifeline.org.au)
• Headspace (1800 650 890 or www.headspace.org.au)
• You or your child may also contact the State Mental 
Health Telephone Access Line (1800 011 511) which 
operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. It is staffed 
by clinicians who can provide advice, make referrals 
and link callers to the mental health service in their 
Local Health District.
• Headspace Grafton (6642 1520) is also available to 
support students. Their centre on 59 Duke Street is 
open 9-5 Monday to Friday.



Careers
Year 12 Individual Placement Support Program
Some of our Year 12 students are participating in the 
Individual Placement and Support Program run by 
Headspace. This program is a Careers Education 
program that aims to successfully transition student’s 
from school to employment or further education 
and training, and involves a one hour session per 
fortnight (Thursday A, 10.00 am - 11.00 am) for Term 
3. The students will be provided with information 
and resources from a variety of community and 
employment services including; Headspace, ETC, 
Grafton TAFE, Key Employment, CHS, New School 
of Arts and Clarence Valley volunteering. 

English Competition
The ICAS English Competition will be held on 
17 August 2020. It is a great opportunity to test your 
English skills against students throughout Australia and 
overseas. You will receive a certificate of participation, 
which is a great addition to your resume. The cost 
is $15 and can be paid to the front office. See your 
English teacher if you would like more information. 
Entries close week 8. All students in Yr7 Platinum 
who have paid their fees are automatically entered.

Thank you for the interest in the chicken coops we 
recently placed for tender. The successful applicants 
have been notified.

Chicken Coops

From Principal’s Desk - continued

You (the students) have all achieved excellent academic results in Semester 1 and you and your families 
deserve to feel proud of your efforts. I am certainly very proud of all of your achievements and am happy to 
tell anyone who will listen. 
Now, as you reflect on your current successes, I encourage you to look to the future and challenge yourself. 
How will you take your good and make it better? What do you need to do to turn your better into your best? 
These are personal challenges and require an individual response if you are to make a real difference in your 
future. Remember, however, that you do not have to do this alone. Do not underestimate the impact that family 
can have on your ultimate success. I was very lucky that both of my parents valued education, even though 
neither of them had the chance to finish high school. They encouraged and supported me to become the first 
person in our entire family to go to University. It was scary and exciting and challenging all at the same time, 
but I am very grateful for the opportunity. Without their support, without them encouraging me to strive for my 
personal best and never give up, I would not have completed by degree.
So, good, better, best. Never let it rest, till you good is better and your better is your best. Let this be the mantra 
that shapes your future. Let this be the verse that churns through your head when you need inspiration. And 
above all never stop trying to improve, never give up.”



Semester 1 Awards Presentation Day
Awards for Outstanding Academic Achievement, 
Academic Achievement, Silver, Gold and Diamond 
Star Awards were presented to students on Thursday 
30 July at a special assembly held in the school 
hall. Entertainment was provided by our Aboriginal  
Dancers and Patrick Reilly on the guitar.





Homework Club

 
 
 

NEED HELP 
WITH 

MATHS? 
M A T H S T U T O R I N G A V A I L A B L E  
T U E S D A Y S A N D T H U R S D A Y S 
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NEED HELP WITH 
English or HSIE 

Homework Club is on Wednesday afternoons  

from 3.00pm 

In the Library 

All students are welcome 

Dear Parents
As you are aware, South Grafton HS is part of the Educational Pathways Policy Pilot (EPPP) which involves 
five school clusters across the state. The pilot program is aimed at ensuring our young people are independent 
and leave school well prepared for higher education, training or work.
While our students are still in school, we want to strengthen the pathways between school, training and 
employment.
The pilot has 10 streams that focus on; enhanced careers advice, increasing the number of School-Based 
Apprenticeships and Traineeships (SBATS), and supporting disadvantaged and disengaged young students. 
We would like to survey the parents of the school and gauge an understanding of aspects around career 
education.
You are requested to undertake the Parent Survey. It consists of 10 questions.
Please select the link below to undertake the survey.
 Survey Monkey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QHK7ZDF
or scan the QR Code

David Youman 
EPPP - Head Teacher Careers
Grafton Cluster:Maclean HS, Grafton HS, South Grafton HS & 
Woolgoolga HS
david.youman@det.nsw.edu.au
0409 452 901      6654 1500 (Woolgoolga HS)

Educational Pathways Policy Pilot (EPP)

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QHK7ZDF 
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