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From the Principal’s Desk

Academic Reports
The preparation and production of academic reports is a huge undertaking at the best of times, so I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank the teaching and non-teaching staff at SGHS for the many hours 
they have spent working on reports. This has enabled us to maintain our usual schedule and hand out 
Semester 1 Academic Reports to students on Thursday 2 July. If your child was absent from school, they 
can collect their report from their Year Adviser when they return to school.

Awards Assembly
Each year SGHS celebrates the Semester 1 success of our students at an awards assembly early in Term 
3. Students who have achieved excellent results in at least half of the courses they have studied receive 
an Outstanding Academic Achievement Award and students who have achieved excellent results in at 
least one of the courses they have studied receive an Academic Achievement Award. Unfortunately, due 
to the COVID-19 restrictions still in place at this time, we cannot invite families to join us in celebrating 
the success of these students. However, we will be recording the assembly and posting it on our YouTube 
channel. The link will appear on our Facebook page. If the restrictions change prior to the assembly date, 
Thursday 30 July 2020, we will notify parents.

Growth Mindset
Over 30 years ago, Carol Dweck and her colleagues became interested in students’ attitudes about failure. 
They noticed that some students rebounded while other students seemed devastated by even the smallest 
setbacks. After studying the behaviour of thousands of children, Dr. Dweck coined the terms fixed mindset 
and growth mindset to describe the underlying beliefs people have about learning and intelligence. When 
students believe they can get smarter, they understand that effort makes them stronger. Therefore, they 
put in extra time and effort and that leads to higher achievement.
Recent advances in neuroscience have shown us that the brain is far more powerful than we ever knew. 
Research on brain placidity has shown how connectivity between neurons can change with experience. 
With practice, neural networks grow new connections, strengthen existing ones, and build insulation that 
speeds transmission of impulses. These neuroscientific discoveries have shown us that we can increase 
our neural growth, that is we can learn more if we ask questions, practise solving problems, read more 
and follow good nutrition and sleep habits.
At the same time that these neuroscientific discoveries were gaining traction, researchers began to 
understand the link between mindsets (attitudes to learning) and achievement. In the studies they conducted, 
researchers found that once students realised that their brain could grow smarter and that people were 
not born with a fixed amount of intelligence, they embraced the challenges of learning.
As you return to school next semester, my challenge to all students is to develop a growth mindset. Your 
potential is only limited by your imagination. Think big and aim high.



 Monday 20 July
• Staff Development Day

Tuesday 21 July
• Students return to school for Term 3

Wednesday 22 July
• Construction Induction Course
• Cross Country at McKittrick Park 

Monday 27 & Tuesday 28 July
• Love Bites - Year 9

Wednesday 29 July
• Half Day Athletics Carnival at SGHS

Thursday 30 July
• Academic Awards Presentation

Friday 31 July
• Full Day Athletics Carnival - Junction Hill

Monday 3 August
• P&C Meeting, Library 5.30pm - ALL 

WELCOME
• AMC Maths Competition

Wednesday 5 August
• Yr 10 into 11 Subject Information Evening

Friday 25 September
• Minnie Water Painted Person Art Excursion 

(new date from 3 April due to COVID 19 
situation)

Tuesday 1 December
• Year 7 Dose 2 HPV and catch up Year 7, 8 & 

10

Diary Dates

School Website
Our school website has seen a few changes in recent times with the addition of Home Learning, South Radio 
and Careers @ SGHS pages. Home Learning is where students can access their Google Classrooms and 
information related to home learning. South Radio is currently an introduction to our very own radio station 
and Careers @ SGHS is a page where students can access the SGHS careers website and links to relevant 
information regarding applying for University and apprenticeships and traineeships.
Our school website is where you can find information related to how our school operates including policies and 
procedures. For access to day-to-day information,  students and parents should refer to the Sentral Parent 
and Student Portal and/or our school Facebook page.

SGHS Website https://sthgrafton-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/
Sentral Parent and Student Portal https://web2.sthgrafton-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/portal2/#!/login SGHS Facbook 
https://www.facebook.com/southgraftonhighschoolofficial/

30 July—6 August* AMC
Australian Mathematics Competition

*To help with COVID-19 measures, we have extended the competition period.

Unbox the possibilities

Visit www.amt.edu.au to learn more

We have several red school jumpers in lost property 
with no names on them.  Please ensure that you label 
your child’s school jumper so it can be returned to 
them if lost and found.

Lost Property



SGHS Dance Challenge

At the end of term 1, SGHS teachers created a dance challenge on YouTube with the aim of staying positive 
during such a difficult time. This challenge went viral with many schools in the Clarence and beyond taking 
up the challenge and our video has had over 6500 views.
Over this term many of our students have participated in a student dance challenge which has been added 
to YouTube this week. Click on the link to take a look at their amazing dance:

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=PvBp83_nXdQ

HSC Course Selections
South Grafton High School offers a great variety of 
HSC courses to successfully support our students 
with their Academic and/or Vocational Education and 
Training pathways. The 2021 Stage 6 Course Handbook 
has been handed out to students this week and the 
handbook has been emailed to Year 10 parents/carers.  
This term, Year 10 students have been participating 
in Careers lessons on HSC course requirements and 
options. They have also been given the opportunity to 
participate in HSC “taster” lessons. Next term there 
will be a Subject Selection Information Session on 
Wednesday 5th August during Period 4 and 5 for Year 
10 students, followed by an evening session for parents/
carers with students at 5pm.

Term 3 Assessment Schedule

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=PvBp83_nXdQ


Maths News
Year 12 Standard 1 Mathematics classes have been 
working through the topic of Scale Drawings. This week 
we ventured into the school quadrangle, gathered 
measurements and created our own scaled maps. 
There are some future architects and builders in our mix!

Science News
Year 12 Marine Studies had a Masterchef, Calamari 
Cook-off this week as part of their Seafood module. 
Celebrity guest judge, Mr Blundell tasted the dishes they 
presented. It was a close call, but in the end the girls 
team pipped the boys on presentation and took out the 
Calamari Masterchef title.

Year 7 Science Platinum harvesting their radish garden.



HSIE News
For the last four weeks, Year 7 History students have been 
working on their group Museum Display projects. This week 
these truly impressive creations were put on exhibition. Our 
celebrity judge, Principal Pizarro, was given the difficult task 
of choosing one winner from each class. While all students 
are to be congratulated on their hard work and dedication, 
the following students were chosen to receive an award of 
excellence in this project: Beau-Dean Cribb, Biianca Rhodes, 
Chloe Adams, Chloe Jefferies, Claire Patterson, Emma 
Lawson, Evelyn McConnell, Kaleb Brown, Liam Stevens, 
Lilly Fletcher, Madeleine Schroder, Reign Browning, Rick 
Skinner, Riley Stanton, Ryan Hobbes and Sophie Watts. 
All Museum Display projects are currently on exhibition in 
the school library. Well done Year 7!



Presented by

22nd-23rd July 2020 12 - 8pm

My Journey
Virtual Expo
Educational Pathways Pilot Program

myjourney.vfairs.com

2021 National Indigenous Autumn School 

Due to COVID-19, we have decided to run two 
Schools in 2021: one in April as the Autumn School 
and one in December as the Summer School.  

The Tjabal Indigenous Higher Education Centre, the 
ANU Science and Engineering Colleges and the ANU 
Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences Colleges will 
host an Autumn School for Indigenous students 
currently in years 10 and 11 from across Australia, 
who have an interest in university studies.  

This week-long Autumn School will run from 10 – 17 
April 2021, to provide learning experiences to help 
inform education and career aspirations and goals. 
Students will participate in a program of hands-on 
activities from a range of discipline fields on the 
theme of 'Global Challenges: People, Places and 
Communities'.  

Expert academic staff, Indigenous university students 
and staff will mentor participants through a fun-filled 
program in the nation’s capital, which promises 
rewarding experiences on and off campus. 
The Tjabal Centre and ANU Colleges cover all 
accommodation, transport, catering and workshop 
materials.  

There are two streams running in the Autumn School 
with 20 places in each: the Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics and Medicine (STEMM) 
stream and the Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences 
(HASS) stream. You can only select one Autumn 
School stream to attend.  

To be considered for one of the 40 spots in the 
Autumn School, you need to be:  

• A current Year 10 or 11 student in Australia
• Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander
• Interested in Science and Humanities subjects.

Applications can be downloaded from 
https://www.anu.edu.au/students/communities-
events/national-indigenous-autumn-and-summer-
school and are due Friday 30 October 2020. 

Successful applicants will be notified by December 
2020.  

For any queries about the Autumn School, or about 
studying at the ANU, contact Tjabal staff by email 
tjabal.centre@anu.edu.au 

 
 
 

NEED HELP 
WITH 

MATHS? 
M A T H S T U T O R I N G A V A I L A B L E  
T U E S D A Y S A N D T H U R S D A Y S 

 From 3 : 0 0  

I N T H E L I B R A R Y 

 

 

 

 

NEED HELP WITH 
English or HSIE 

Homework Club is on Wednesday afternoons  

from 3.00pm 

In the Library 

All students are welcome 

Homework Club



Community Notice Board



  

THE UNIT is a Technology Club where high 
functioning kids on the Autism Spectrum can 

explore their technology interests at their 
own pace in a safe environment, with support 

from professional I.T. mentors. 
(No diagnosis or referral required) 

THE UNIT is not a classroom. THE UNIT 
provides a social venue where kids can blend 

in, be understood and not be judged. 
2-Hour Sessions each Saturday. 

New School of Arts, South Grafton. 
For ages 9 to 17 

phone or text:  0419 610 917      
email: b.carnaby@bigpond.com 

(NDIS and ‘Creative Kids Voucher’ friendly) 
 

 

WE ARE RECRUITING FOR THE 
FOLLOWING INDUSTRIES
Let us be your First Choice for opportunities

At Dreampath, we are committed to ensuring that the opportunities we provide create a 
positive cycle of social economic empowerment to our people and communities.

Let us support you to achieve your career goals and aspirations.

For more information please visit dreampath.com.au.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED THEN PLEASE GO ONLINE 
AND REGISTER WITH US TODAY AT

A member of our team will contact you directly

dreampath.com.au/job-board

Road Maintenance 
& Construction

Building & 
Construction

Defence ManufacturingMining Resources

OUR INDUSTRIES






